NASA, More than Just Space

When you think NASA, you probably think space, but NASA also helps educators present math, science, and technology concepts. NASA’s Center for Distance Learning, at NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton, Virginia, enhances grade K-16 curriculums by providing educators with FREE multimedia instructional programs. We use information from NASA  to develop activities and programs that increase the awareness of math, science, and technology as it relates to the real world. Our ultimate goal is to stimulate interest in science and math fields. PBS, cable, and ITV stations are the primary distribution channel for the broadcast portion of the programs.

Currently, four programs are available for broadcast, free of charge. NASA’s Kids Science News Network, the NASA SCI Files, and NASA CONNECT are grade school programs that include an hands-on activities, web activities, and resources that are valuable for your viewers. NASA’s Destination Tomorrow is a technology-based program for lifelong learners. 

KSNN

Did you ever wonder why the sky is blue or what causes a lightening flash?  Would you like to know how an airplane flies, what’s the coolest gas, or if there is water on Mars? Find the answers with KSNN, NASA’s Kids Science News Network. These 1-minute newsbreaks feature kids teaching math, science, technology, and NASA facts to other kids in an entertaining and instructional format. The newsbreaks are web- and video-based programs designed for kids in kindergarten through fifth grade, but they’re flexible enough to be used by everyone—students, educators, parents, or anyone else that wants to know how things work or what makes things happen. KSNN explains the everyday phenomena of our world, corrects misconceptions, and answers frequently asked questions about the Earth and beyond. In it’s first year, KSNN won the coveted Parent’s Choice Gold Award. The newsbreaks are available on the Internet along with supporting content, hands-on activities, related resources, a computer-graded quiz, and links to educational web sites.

NASA SCI Files (formerly NASA “Why?” Files)

In the NASA Science Files viewers watch the tree house detectives solve “real world” problems using math, science, and technology. NASA and community experts assist the treehouse detectives with scientific investigations. This standards-based, Emmy-award-winning series presents 60-minute instructional science programs that introduce third through fifth graders to NASA. The programs integrate math, science, and technology, and use problem-based learning to familiarize students with scientific inquiry and the scientific method. The series motivates students to become critical thinkers and active problem solvers. 

The NASA SCI Files includes an instructional broadcast, an educator’s guide, and an interactive web site that features a problem-based learning activity, plus a wealth of instructional resources. Presently, more than 79,000 educators are registered for the NASA SCI Files. These educators represent over 4 million students in all 50 states.

NASA CONNECT

NASA CONNECT is a standards-based, Emmy-award-winning series of math-focused instructional programs for grades 6-8.  Each 30-minute program integrates math, science, and technology. An educator guide describes the hands-on activity and the web activity that are provided with each NASA CONNECT program. The hands-on and web activities reinforce and extend the program objectives and establish a connection between the math, science, and technology concepts taught in the classroom to those same concepts used everyday by NASA researchers.

The  National Council of Teachers of Mathematics endorses NASA CONNECT. Presently more than 230,000 educators are registered. These educators represent over 8 million students in all 50 states. We collaborate with groups like E-pals, Riverdeep Learning Systems, and the National Wildlife Federation so that we can offer even more valuable resources for teachers.

NASA’s Destination Tomorrow™

NASA’s Destination Tomorrow is a series of 30-minute educational programs focuses on NASA research— past, present, and future, and is designed for lifelong learners. This Emmy-award-winning series follows a magazine style format with five segments. Each segment gives the audience a behind-the-scenes look at NASA and demonstrates how research relates to our everyday lives. An associated web site provides summaries of stories and links to related program material. 

In a recent independent survey* of 355 stations that already air NASA’s Destination Tomorrow, a majority of the stations felt that the quality was above average for education programming, said the shows have been very well-received by their audience, and found the shows both interesting and educational.

NASA’s Center for Distance Learning uplinks the programs to a satellite via KU and C-Band. You can then access the programs by downloading via satellite from designated coordinates, or you can receive tapes in one of four formats: svhs, vhs, beta or 3/4 inch. If you choose to download via satellite, you will receive a schedule of when the current year’s programs will be uplinked. 

As an added bonus, NASA programs are not copyrighted, and off-air rights are granted in perpetuity.

Programs are promoted nationwide through national educator magazines including Learning, Teaching K-8, and Creative Classroom. Promotional efforts also include direct mail and conferences. Educators are directed to look for the broadcast on their local PBS or cable station. To register your station to carry a program produced by NASA’s Center for Distance Learning, visit dlcenter.larc.nasa.gov or call a customer service representative at 757-864-6100 for more information.

* Survey conducted by Continental Research,  Norfolk, Virginia.

